WINDOWS 8 STILL NEEDS SECURITY

There are plenty of other things to think about before upgrading to 8, but security is one
of Windows 8's biggest perks.

On its own, Windows 8 is more secure than any previous version of Windows. Plus, it
takes hackers a while to figure out the inner workings of a new operating system.

Upgrading isn't the only thing you need to do, though. Security software is the backbone
of any computer security setup. And anti-virus software is very different in Windows 8.

The biggest change is that Windows 8 comes with security software already installed.
Just go to your Control Panel (the easiest way in Windows 8 is to hit Windows Key + X)
and go to System and Security>>Action Center.

Spyware, virus protection and a firewall should be automatically turned on. If not,
activate them. There's even a "SmartScreen" that helps protect you from downloading
malicious apps.

However, I still recommend you find different software. Hackers tailor attacks to the
default options in Windows. It will only be a matter of time before they find a security
flaw and infect thousands of PCs.

Third-party security apps are usually safer. Developers can react faster to exploits
because security is their only focus. Many of the programs you're used to will still work
after your upgrade.

You can use Microsoft's compatibility scanner to double check. Three of my favorite
downloads - Avast!, Spybot Search & Destroy and the super-charged MalwareBytes - can
all make the jump.

According to Microsoft's compatibility checker, many firewalls won't work in Windows
8. However, ZoneAlarm just released a new version made for Windows 8. Whether you
choose it or stick with 8's default firewall, just make sure you don't have both running at
the same time.

The last step to securing your surfing is picking your browser. Internet Explorer 10 is
safer than ever, but you may want to look elsewhere. This tip will help you decide which
of the most popular browsers to use.

Like I said before, security isn't all you have to think about. The Windows 8 interface is
quite a jump from previous version. You can make it more like Windows 7, but it's good
to know how to use the default interface as well.
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That's why I wrote my Windows 8 Quick Start Guide. It walks you through using
Windows 8 so you'll be a pro in no time.

Some security tips stay the same no matter what operating system you use. Here are
three helpful Internet safety reminders.

e No matter how safely you surf online, a bad egg nearby could ruin your hard
work! Protect your Wi-Fi from lurkers with these tips.

 Filtering software is one of the most important security measures for the family
computer. This free filter works without any downloads!

e Security software won't protect your browsing from someone watching you. Use
these great tools to avoid any watchful eyes.

- See more at:
http://www.komando.com/tips/index.aspx?id=13691&utm medium=nl&utm source=
app&utm content=2012-11-29-fifl-totd-cta&page=3#sthash.tUUg306D.dpuf
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