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Genealogical Treasures 
 
 
 

I’ve got all this stuff!!!!! 
What do I do with it??? 

 
Most Important: Don’t throw anything away until you --- 

 
1. Consider all the genealogical items you have 
2. Search and use Genealogical Guides 
3. Donate Your Genealogical Items 
4. Prepare Your Genealogical Codicil. 
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Consider what you have 
 

 Historic Information 
 

1. Genealogical Data (original documents, 
church records, documented family stories, deeds, wills, 
pedigree charts (with sources) sources, books, articles, etc..) 

2. Family Bibles 
3. Photographs labeled using a photo pen/pencil 
4. Family Heirlooms with associated stories 

 

Current Information 
 

1. Same as above plus 
2. Story of your life 
3. Newspaper Articles 
4. Social Security (application & death) 
5. Personal Records & Certificates (birth, marriage, 

death, medical, school, mortgage, awards, etc…)  
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Consider 
 

 What is your objective? 

 What do you want to pass on? 

 What format (loose papers, books, CDs, heirlooms)? 
 

Search for Genealogical Guides - Examples 
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http://www.genealogy.com/67_donna.html 
 

 
  

http://www.genealogy.com/67_donna.html
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http://legacy-blog.com/2013/04/28/how-to-protect-and-preserve-
your-genealogical-research-after-your-own-death/ 
 

 
  

http://legacy-blog.com/2013/04/28/how-to-protect-and-preserve-your-genealogical-research-after-your-own-death/
http://legacy-blog.com/2013/04/28/how-to-protect-and-preserve-your-genealogical-research-after-your-own-death/


        6 
 

Donate 
 

 Which genealogical items do you want to pass onto family 
members? Which family member? 

 

 Family heirlooms are usually passed 
down to family members.  

 Consider who in the family would become 
the holder of genealogical information.  

 

 Which genealogical items do you want to donate? 
Where would these items go? 
 

 genealogical library 
 historical society 
 archive 
 college. 
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Where were your ancestors located in the United States? 
 

Consider where your genealogical information should reside: 

 Local/County Genealogical Library 

 State Library, State Archives, Colleges 

 Regional Genealogical Libraries 

 National Genealogical Libraries 
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http://www.gwest.org/gen_libs.htm 
 

 
 

http://www.gwest.org/gen_libs.htm
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PENNSYLVANIA Continued 

 
 

Research and if you can, go to the libraries where you think  
you might want your genealogical information to reside. 
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http://www.familytreemagazine.com/article/9-libraries 
 

9 Genealogy Libraries to Visit Before You Die  
9/28/2009  By Lauren Gamber  
No matter where your ancestors lived, you'll find family history answers inside 
these major genealogical libraries. Whether your ancestors hailed  
from Michigan or Maine, Milan or Minsk, you’re bound to make headway  
at one of these giant repositories (listed alphabetically).  

1. Allen County Public Library 
2. Clayton Library Center for Genealogical Research 
3. Family History Library (FHL) 
4. Library of Congress 
5. Mid-Continent Public Library Midwest Genealogy Center 
6. National Society Daughters of the American Revolution 

Library 
7. New England Historic Genealogical Society Research 
8. New York Public Library 
9. Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton  

http://www.familytreemagazine.com/article/9-libraries
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Examples of Guides for donating Your Genealogical Material: 
 

http://www.archivists.org/publications/donating-familyrecs.asp 
 

  

http://www.archivists.org/publications/donating-familyrecs.asp
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https://familysearch.org/sites/default/uploads/Donations-Guidelines-
REVISION-12-July-2012.pdf 
 

  

https://familysearch.org/sites/default/uploads/Donations-Guidelines-REVISION-12-July-2012.pdf
https://familysearch.org/sites/default/uploads/Donations-Guidelines-REVISION-12-July-2012.pdf


        15 
 

http://www.familytreemagazine.com/article/Preserving-Research-
for-Posterity 
 

  

http://www.familytreemagazine.com/article/Preserving-Research-for-Posterity
http://www.familytreemagazine.com/article/Preserving-Research-for-Posterity


        16 
 

 

http://www.americanancestors.org/donate-special-collections/ 
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Each Library, Historical Society, Archive has their own set of 
requirements that you need to follow in order to donate your 
information. Ask before you donate… 
 

http://genealogytipoftheday.blogspot.com/2013/06/ask-before-you-
donate.html 
 

  

http://genealogytipoftheday.blogspot.com/2013/06/ask-before-you-donate.html
http://genealogytipoftheday.blogspot.com/2013/06/ask-before-you-donate.html
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Examples of Libraries, Historical Society and College 
 
http://www.genealogycenter.org/Donate.aspx 
 

 
 
 
Allen County Library, 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.genealogycenter.org/Donate.aspx
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http://www.godfrey.org/biyrbook.html 
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http://www.mdhs.org/library/donations-and-support 
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http://www.swarthmore.edu/academics/friends-historical-
library/donating-to-the-collections.xml 
 

  

http://www.swarthmore.edu/academics/friends-historical-library/donating-to-the-collections.xml
http://www.swarthmore.edu/academics/friends-historical-library/donating-to-the-collections.xml
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Genealogy Codicil for Your Last Will & Testament 
 

If you can answer "No" to any of these questions,  
a genealogy codicil instrument might be for you.  

 Have you included provisions for the care and placement of your genealogy 
collection in your Last Will & Testament? 

 Have you made written plans for the disposition of your genealogy materials 
upon your death? 

 When you pass away, do you know what will happen to your collection of 
family history books, binders, and boxes of photos? 

 Can you be certain that your offspring will appreciate the investment in time, 
money, work and personal care that went into researching and maintaining 
your collection? 

 Are you sure your children or grandchildren will treasure your family history 
as much as you did during your lifetime? 

 

If you have not thought about it, not done anything about it, and have not made 
your wishes known in writing, now may be the time. You may want to consider 
copying the template below and creating a document to let your wishes be 
known and made a part of your Last Will and Testament.   
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GENEALOGICAL CODICIL TO MY LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT 
 

To my spouse, children, guardian, administrator and/or executor: 
 

Upon my demise it is requested that you DO NOT dispose of any or all of 
my genealogical records, both those prepared personally by me and 
those records prepared by others which may be in my possession, 
including but not limited to books, files, notebooks or computer programs 
for a period of two years. Please attempt to identify one or more persons 
who would be willing to take custody of the said materials and the 
responsibility of maintaining and continuing the family histories. 
 

If you know someone already who are likely candidates to accept these 
materials add the following: "I suggest the following person(s)" and then 
list their names, addresses and phone numbers. 
 

Name     Address      Phone Number 
 

 Son - John Smith___ 123 Main St, City, State__ 888-888-8888 
 _________________ _____________________ ___________ 
 _________________ _____________________ ___________ 
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In the event you do not find anyone to accept these materials (suggest 
you make arrangements beforehand), please contact the various 
genealogical organizations that I have listed below and determine if they 
will accept some parts or all of my genealogical materials. List all the 
organizations with addresses and phone numbers. 
 

Organization   Address      Phone Number 
 

 Moravian His Soc___ 214 E Center St, Nazareth, PA 18064_ 610-759-5070 
 _________________ _____________________ ___________ 
 

Please remember that my genealogical endeavors consumed a great 
deal of time, travel and money. Therefore, it is my desire that the products 
of these endeavors be allowed to continue in a manner that will make 
them available to others in the future. 
 

Signature__________________ Date _______________ 
 

Witness____________________ Date _______________ 
 

Witness____________________ Date _______________ 


