Your Kindle Is More Than an eReader: 5 Hidden Kindle Features

It’s easy to think of a Kindle as just an eBook reader, but it’s so much more than that. It’'s an MP3 player,
portable web browser (with free Wikipedia access over 3G), gaming device, and image viewer.

Some of these features only work on the Kindle Keyboard (also known as the Kindle 3G), while some also
work on the Kindle Touch. Free 3G browsing is restricted to specific websites on the Kindle Touch.

Music Player

Your Kindle includes sound capabilities (a headphone jack and speakers) for listening to audio books and
using text-to-speech with eBooks. However, the Kindle also includes an MP3 player — you can copy MP3
files to your Kindle and use your Kindle to play music or podcasts. Music plays in the background while
you read, so this feature can provide background music while reading.

To copy MP3 files to your Kindle, connect it to your computer with its included USB cable. Access the
Kindle in Windows Explorer and place MP3 files in the music folder.
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Eject (or Safely Remove) your Kindle afterwards. On your Kindle, press the Menu button on the home
screen and select Experimental.
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Experimental

Select the Play Music option next to Play MP3 on the Experimental page.

We are working on these experimental prototypes.
Do you find them useful? Should we continue
working on them? We would love to hear what you
think, so please send your comments to kindle-
feedback@amazon.com or kindle-
feedback@amazon.co.uk

Web Browser launch browser

Select this item to launch Web Browser and browse,
choose a bookmark, or enter a URL.

Play MP3 play music

Select this item to listen to music or podcasts while
you read. Hold down the "ALT' key and press the
spacebar to stop or play, or the 'F' key to skip to the
next track. You must copy MP3 files from your
computer to your Kindle's 'music' folder to use this
feature.

Press Alt+Space keys pause or resume MP3 playback. To skip to the next song, press Alt+F. On a Kindle
Touch, a music player will appear at the bottom of your screen.



Included Games

Want to play some games on your Kindle? Kindle Keyboards include two hidden games: Mine Sweeper
and GoMoku.

To access Mine Sweeper, press Alt+Shift+M on the home screen.
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Press N to start a new game, S to swap positions,
M to go back to the Mine Sweeper.

The winner is the first player to get an unbroken

row of five crosses or zeros horizontally, vertically,
or diagonally.

Score: You (X): 0, Kindle (0): 0




Free 3G Browsing

Your Kindle includes a web browser, so you can browse the web without switching devices. Of course, the
black-and-white E-Ink screen doesn’t provide the ideal experience for web pages.

If you have a 3G Kindle Keyboard, you can browse the web from anywhere over the 3G cellular network —
free! Amazon has recently instituted a 50MB monthly limit, but you can continue to access Wikipedia and
the Amazon Kindle store from everywhere after hitting this limit.

The Kindle Touch can access Wikipedia and the Kindle store from anywhere over 3G, but must be on Wi-
Fi to browse other websites.
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Today's featured article

José Paranhos, Viscount of Rio Branco {1819-1880) was a politician,
manarchist, diplomat, teacher and journalist of the Empira of Brazil.
In 1871, Rio Branco became the President of the Gouncil of Ministers
{Prime Minister) for the first time. Ha would becomea the Council's
longest-serving president, and his cabinet the second longest, in
Bragilian history, His govennment was marked by a time of economic
prosperity and the enactmant of several necessary reforms —though
they proved o be seriously flawed. The most important of these
initiatives was the Law of Free Birth, which granted fresbom status fo children born fo
slawa woman, Having becoma ona of the main leadars of the Consearvative Party, the
passage of this law increased Rio Branco’s popularity. However, his government was
plagued by a long crisis with the Catholic Church that had resulted from the expulsion of
Ereemasons from its lay brotherhoods. After more than four years heading the Cabinat,
Rio Branco resigned in 1875, Following a long vacation in Europe, his haalth swiftly
declined and he was diagnosed with oral cancer. Rio Branco diad in 1880 and was
widhaly mourned throwghout the country. He is regarded by most historians as one of
Brazil's greatest statesmen. (more...)
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In the news

» British bank Standard Charlersd sgrees bo pay the US state of Mew
York a 340 million fine 1o settle money lundering charges.

= The glosing cersmony (pictured) of the Summer Olympics is held in
Londan.

« Northern Irish golfer Rory Mollfay wing the PGA Championship by a
record eight strokes.

= Egyplian President Mohamed Morsi orders Defense Minister Moharmed Hussein
Tamawi to resign and cancels rmilitary-declarsd constitlulional amendments.

To launch the Kindle’s browser, press the Menu button on the home screen, select Experimental, and
select Launch Browser.



Experimental

We are working on these experimental prototypes.
Do you find them useful? Should we continue
working on them? We would love to hear what you
think, so please send your comments to kindle-
feedback@amazon.com or kindle-
feedback@amazon.co.uk

Web Browser launch browser

Select this item to launch Web Browser and browse,
choose a bookmark, or enter a URL.

You can also select the Search option in the menu to search Wikipedia, Google, or the Kindle store.
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Gallery

On a Kindle Keyboard, you can add image files to your Kindle’s storage and use your Kindle as an image
viewer. The Kindle supports images in JPEG, GIF, and PNG formats. The images will be in black and
white, so you can first convert them to black and white to shrink their file size, if you like.

The Kindle Touch doesn’t support this feature — on a Kindle Touch, image files you want to view must
first be converted to eBook format.

Connect your Kindle to your computer and create a new folder named pictures in its root directory.
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Inside the pictures folder, create one or more image gallery folders. Place your image files into these
subfolders.

i IEI EE |"1
—
@@v| . v Computer » Kindle (E:) » pictures » v|¢f|| Search pictures Pl
Organize - = Open Share with « Mew folder == « [ @l
E as5i(C) i Mame Date modified
DATA (D:
= ] (0:) . How-To Geek 15/08,2012 6:16
e Kindle (E:)
J .active-content-data
. audible
, documents i
| music -
| pictures
ih Metwork - 4 | Tl 3
How-To Geek Date modified: 15/08/2012 6:16 PM
l File folder
L -

After disconnecting your Kindle from your computer, press Alt+Z to rescan the files on your Kindle’s
storage. You'll see a new option in your library for each image gallery you created.
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Open one of the image galleries and use these keyboard shortcuts:

e f—Toggle Full-Screen Mode
e (q-—ZoomIn
e w—Zoom Out
e e — Default Zoom
e ¢ — Actual Image Size
e 1 — Rotate Image
e 5-way Directional Pad — Pan
Chris's Kindle ] G
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Take Screenshots

Press Alt+Shift+G to take a screenshot of your Kindle’s screen. (The Shift key is the up arrow on your
keyboard.) The screen will flash.

On a Kindle Touch without a keyboard, press the Home button and hold it down, tap the screen once
without releasing the home button, wait a few more seconds, and then release the home button.

The screenshots are saved in GIF format and appear in the documents folder on your Kindle.
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Check out Get More From Your Kindle: Tips, Tricks, Hacks, and Free Books for more great Kindle tips!
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