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There are certain basic definitions which you must know to get started. 
 

Classification of vessels:  (Learn them is this order because they are ranked so vessels ‘down the 
list’ give way to those above them.) 
 

Not under command (NUC) 
Restricted in her ability to maneuver (RAM) 
Constrained by her draft (CBD) (International only.  This class does NOT exist Inland.) 
Fishing (later there are special cases for ‘fishing’ and ‘trawling’)   Read Rule 3 for definition. 
Sailing Vessel (a sailboat with its motor running is a ‘power driven vessel’) 
Power Driven vessel 
Seaplane 
 

Now, that was easy, right?  Don’t let that fool you.  This part is easy but CRUCIAL.  Even the 
slightly slip here will cause you to flunk the exam.  I don’t mean this is crucial for real life on 
the water; just the one specific case of taking the Nav Rules Exam. 
 

Excerpts from Rule 3: 
 

(i) The word “underway” means that a vessel is not at anchor, or made fast to the shore, or 
aground.  VERY IMPORTANT 
(k) Vessels shall be deemed to be in sight of one another only when one can be observed 
visually from the other. 
(l) The term “restricted visibility” means any condition in which visibility is restricted by fog, 
mist, falling snow, heavy rainstorms, sandstorms or any other similar causes.  
 

(Note:  Some rules distinguish between ‘making way’ and ‘making no way’.  These are not 
specifically defined in the Nav Rules.  I think of them as ‘moving’ and ‘stopped’.  For the exam, 
it makes no difference what they mean; they just appear or don’t appear.) 
 

Lights: (Be sure you learn the legal definitions of the various lights when we study that 
section.  Pay particular attention to Sidelights, Sternlight, Masthead light and Towing Lights.) 
 

International and Inland: 
 

Before you take the exam, you need to know the difference between International and Inland and 
when and where each set of rules apply.  For now, ignore the differences and learn the basics. 
 

General Responsibility Rule: Read Rule 2.  To me, this says you are responsible to 
follow the rules but you may deviate from them if necessary to avoid a collision.  There is a good 
chance that there will be one exam question involving this rule. 
 

Look-out: Read Rule 5. Every vessel shall maintain a proper look-out ….  To me, this is 
worded awkwardly since I don’t think you need a lookout when docked; not sure anchored. 
 

 


